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JUROR QUALIFICATION QUESTIONNAIRE INSTRUCTIONS

Prior to being summoned, all prospective jurors are sent a “Juror Qualification Questionnaire.”  Please
complete the Juror Qualification Questionnaire and return it to the Court within ten (10) days.  A prepaid
return envelope has been provided for your convenience.  After the Juror Qualification Questionnaire
has been reviewed by the Court, you may or may not be called for federal jury service within the next
two years.  Qualified jurors called to report are selected entirely at random.

The Juror Qualification Questionnaire forms are scanned electronically, therefore every question must be answered using
a number 2 pencil.  If a questionnaire is not completely filled out, unsigned, and/or completed with something other than
a number 2 pencil, the scanner is unable to “read” it and therefore the form is rejected.  The form will then be remailed to
you for corrective action.  Please be sure to follow the instructions at the top of the Questionnaire explaining how to mark
your answers.  All Questionnaires must be signed and dated.

If you need to request an excuse, please write a brief note on the back of the Questionnaire, in the space provided.  Please
DO NOT attach anything to the Juror Qualification Questionnaire itself.

The following are instructions for answering each question on the Questionnaire form.

Home, work telephone numbers
Occasionally, we may have questions about information you provided on your Questionnaire.  Without a telephone number,
the form must be returned by mail to you for completion.

County where your house/residence is located
It is helpful to know in which county your house/residence is located, so you can be placed in the appropriate division’s
“jury wheel.”  The county where your house/residence is located is the county in which your physical home (bricks and
mortar) is located, not where your mailbox, post office box, or property line is located.

Question 1 (Citizenship)
You must be a natural born citizen or be a naturalized citizen of the United States of America to serve as a juror in federal
court.

Question 2 (Age)
Please give the month, day, and year of your birth.  You may be excused if you are over seventy (70) years old and if you
request to be excused.  If you ask to be excused because you are over 70 years old, please fill in your age and the year of
your birth AND be sure to fill in the number 1 circle under Question 14.

Question 3 (Residence)
If you answered “No” that your primary residence was not in Florida for the last year, name the other state and county of
primary residence and give dates.

Question 4 (English language)
Are you able to read and write with enough proficiency to fill out this form?  Can you speak and understand the English
language?

Questions 5 and 6 (Criminal Record)
Are there any pending charges against you at this time?  Have you ever been convicted of a crime where you could have
been sentenced to more than one (1) year in jail?  If you answered “Yes” to either of these questions, please give more
specific information regarding the offense under “Remarks” on the back of the Questionnaire.

Question 7 (Criminal Record)
Only answer this if your answer to Question 6 is “Yes.”  Were your civil rights restored?  That is, can you vote and hold
public office?  If you are unsure, please write that you are unsure in the “Remarks” section on the back of the Questionnaire.

Question 8 (Health)
If you claim a mental or physical disability, please check “Yes” and please explain in the “Remarks” section on the back
of the Questionnaire.  Please make it clear you are asking to be excused because of your health concerns.  Do not attach
anything to the form.  Do not ask the Court to call your doctor.

If you have a physical handicap or disability that would affect but not prevent you serving as a juror, and you are willing
to serve if reasonable accommodation can be provided, please check “No” to this question.

Question 9 (Exemptions)



Are you employed on a full-time basis as a public official, police officer, firefighter, or are you an active member of the
armed forces of the United States of America?

Questions 10 and 11 (Race/ethnicity and gender)
Federal law requires you, as a prospective juror, to indicate your race/ethnicity.  This answer is required solely to avoid
discrimination in jury selection and has absolutely no bearing on qualification for jury service.  By answering these
questions,  you help the federal court check and observe the juror selection process so that discrimination cannot occur.
In this way, the federal court can fulfill the policy of the United States which is to provide jurors who have been randomly
selected from a fair cross section of the community.

Question 12 (Occupation)
Federal law requires that you answer questions about your occupation so that the federal courts may determine whether you
fall within an excuse or exemption category (see Questions 9 and 14).

Question 13 (Education)
What is your educational background - did you complete high school/get your GED, did you graduate from trade/vocation
school, or did you pursue educational opportunities above the high school level?

Question 14 (Grounds for requesting an excuse)
Although there are circles numbered 1 through 10 in this section, this Court allows only six (6) possible categories of people
who may be excused.  These categories are:

• Persons over 70 years of age;
• Persons having responsibility for providing in-home care and custody of a child or children under the age

of ten (10) whose health and/or safety would be jeopardized by their absence for jury service;
• Persons who are essential to the care of aged or infirm persons;
• Persons who have, within the past two years, served on a federal grand or petit jury panel (see 28 U.S.C.

§ 1866[e]);
• Voluntary safety personnel servicing a public agency as a non-compensated firefighter or a member of an

ambulance or rescue squad; or
• Persons with arrest powers who are not otherwise exempt, pursuant to Section 7.04 of the USDC-MDFL

Jury Plan.

If you fall under one of these 6 categories and you wish to be excused, you must fill in the corresponding circle at Question
14 (either 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6).  If you fall under one of these categories and you do not want to be excused, do not fill in any
circles at Question 14.  Serving as a juror in your county court is NOT a category of excuse.

Question 15 (Marital status)
Are you single, married, widowed, or separated/divorced?

Question 16 (Signature and date)
Be sure you have signed the Questionnaire before mailing it back in.  If you fail to sign the form, it will be returned to you
for signature.  If another person had to fill the questionnaire out for you, that person must indicate his or her name, address,
and reason why under “Remarks” on the back of the Questionnaire.

YOU CAN GET INFORMATION ABOUT JUROR QUALIFICATION QUESTIONNAIRES AND
FEDERAL GRAND/PETIT JURY SERVICE 24 HOURS A DAY AND 7 DAYS A WEEK BY VISITING
THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA’S INTERNET SITE, www.flmd.uscourts.gov.  JUST CLICK
ON THE WORDS “JURY INFO” AT THE TOP RIGHT TO GET STARTED.
YOU MAY ALSO CALL THE FOLLOWING TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR MORE INFORMATION:

813-301-5474 Tampa Division (serves those in Hardee, Hernando, Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco,
Pinellas, Polk, and Sarasota counties)

239-461-2130 Ft. Myers Division (serves those in Charlotte, Collier, DeSoto, Glades, Hendry, and Lee
counties)

407-835-4333 Orlando Division (serves those in Brevard, Orange, Osceola, Seminole, and Volusia
counties)

904-549-6008 Jacksonville Division (serves those in Baker, Bradford, Clay, Columbia, Duval, Flagler,
Hamilton, Nassau, Putnam, St. Johns, Suwannee, and Union counties)

352-369-7411  Ocala Division (serves those in Citrus, Lake, Marion, and Sumter counties)
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